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CAFO VIOLATION
COUNT
1,098

This number reflects confirmed violations by Hudson-area 
Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) 2000-2013, 
documented by federal and state agencies.  Read details 
on all violations at:

www.nocafos.org/violations.htm

  www.eccscm.org            contact-us@eccscm.org                  www.eccscm.org

The excess Phosphorus crisis in Lake Erie is dire and costly – with toxic algae, the 
$1 million expense for Toledo’s water treatment for toxin removal, beach closings, 
fishing and tourism losses. The health of the Lake’s ecology is at risk.

Recently, both the International Joint Commission on the Great Lakes and the Ohio 
Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force released reports urging agriculture to change prac-
tices to reduce the Phosphorus load in Lake Erie. 

Studies over the last few years show agriculture as the primary contributor of ex-
cess Phosphorus, especially the Dissolved Reactive Phosphorus that super-feeds 
the algae. Nutrients in manure and fertilizers can run off frozen or snow-covered fields 
or flow through underground field tiles into streams. 

  Ban winter application of manure
A major recommendation of both reports is for a ban on the winter application of 

manure in western Lake Erie watersheds.
Find links to both reports on our website.

Without CAFO manure, Medina Drain shows real recovery – clear water, fish!

THEN -  BEFORE THE VREBA-HOFF SHUTDOWN:  ALGAE, SCUM, CREEPY COLORS, FOAM, FISH-KILL LEVELS of DISSOLVED OXYGEN

NOW - AFTER 3 YEARS OF SHUTDOWN - CLEAR WATER, MINNOWS, EXCELLENT DISSOLVED OXYGEN

ECCSCM conducted water tests this summer and fall for baseline data on two streams draining former Vreba-Hoff CAFOs – Medina Drain and Lime Lake 
Inlet. Both are listed as “impaired waters.” Medina Drain originates on the property of the former Vreba-Hoff 1 operation (now re-named Medina Dairy) on Dillon 
Hwy. Lime Lake Inlet drains several livestock operations, including Bill White CAFO, and also the former Vreba-Hoff 2 operation (now re-named Hudson Dairy) 
on US-127.  Many of the Vreba-Hoff violations were manure discharges to these streams, after field application of liquid manure.

               At-Risk Watershed Monitoring Project
The At-Risk Watershed Monitoring Project found significant improvement, especially in Medina Drain. Since this stream drains ONLY property of the Medina 

Dairy CAFO – production area, manure storage area, and manure application fields – it’s a serious indicator of CAFO risks to water. 
For now, fish are back in Medina Drain. Dissolved Oxygen levels are way up, from fish-kill levels many times in the past, to excellent water quality this fall. 

And E. coli counts have fallen drastically. 
For total monitoring data for Medina Drain and Lime Lake Inlet, see the Water Sampling Data link on our website. 

Great Lakes reports say ban winter manure 
application in western Lake Erie watersheds

The Vreba-Hoff shutdown 3 years ago meant good things for Medina Drain. No more brown gunk, algae, or creepy colors. No 
manure discharges. But with Milk Source CAFO taking over and 3,000+ cows coming to “Medina Dairy” in Spring 2014, how 
long will the stream stay clear? How much longer will we see the fish?

Medina Drain, from left: green with algae, July 2002; brown scum, March 27, 2003 - E. coli 15,800/100ml; red discoloration, June 12, 2003 - E. coli 17,820/100ml.

Medina Drain 2013, from left: clear water and minnows in Medina Dr, Sept 3, 2013; and.water sample, very clear, Sept 24, 2013 (DO 8.6mg/L; E. coli 720/100ml).

MEDINA DRAIN, THEN and NOW

Terrehaven CAFO, Wolf Cr Hwy near Adrian, was cited for multiple 
violations in a DEQ Notice Violation letter, Nov 8, 2013.

A DEQ inspection on Oct 23, 2013 found runoff from the produc-
tion area flowing into an undocumented “temporary holding pond.” 
  Contaminated runoff 

Contaminated runoff from the production area was flowing “east 
toward an open field” and “west toward an open field, and eventually 
to a small pond.” DEQ noted, “the southern part of the feed storage 
area remains without a containment wall.” 

In addition, clean stormwater from several buildings “comes into 
contact with production area waste.” Woody vegetation was growing 
on the berms of the wastewater lagoon. Vegetation on berms is OK, 
but woody vegetation is not allowed because “it can compromise the 
integrity of the lagoon liner by root penetration.”  

For more details, click the Violations link on our website. And see 
aerial photos of Terrehaven, p. 2 here. 

Terrehaven CAFO cited for 7 violations
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JOIN US:   Yes, I want to help protect our water and air, and
promote sustainable agriculture. All contributions support 
monitoring projects and community education.
 Name: ____________________________________

 Address __________________________________

 City__________________ State____ Zip ________

 ___ Annual Membership $25    ___Senior Membership $10
 
 ECCSCM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.  Donations are tax-deductible.
 
         Click on the   button on www.eccscm.org 

    Or, mail check to: ECCSCM, P.O. Box 254, Hudson, MI 49247

                                    Thank You! 

            We Support Sustainable Agriculture 

• that preserves and protects our air, streams and lakes
• that raises animals in a healthy, natural environment,
      grazing, absorbing sunshine
• that avoids the steady diet of hormones and antibiotics 
      given animals in the crowded, confined conditions of 
      industrial facilities
• that values and protects farmland, the environment and
      the rural community
                     

ECCSCM Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Hudson Community Center
(check our website for last-minute changes)

NW Adrian CAFOs and 2013 Wolf Creek Monitoring Project 

Aug 29,2013 - Terrehaven Farms CAFO, Wolf Cr Hwy - 3,744 heifers permitted. Close-up photo, taken from the other side of barns, shows manure out of control, stacked and 
seeping, overflowing low barriers into a small pond, now a black manure pool. 

Area of Close-up

Halliwill CAFO, Hoddinot Rd - 2,000 heifers permitted New Flevo Dairy  CAFO, Forrester Rd - 1,921 cows permitted Warner Farms, Elton Rd - cow # not available, no CAFO permit

3 other large livestock operations with manure application fields in Wolf Creek Watershed northwest of Adrian

ECCSCM’s 2013 Wolf Creek Watershed Monitoring Project sampled 7 sites in Wolf Creek and its tributaries (River Raisin Watershed) northwest of Adrian. 
Already on Michigan’s 303(d) list of impaired waters because of E. coli contamination, this stream is the main inlet flowing into Lake Adrian, the City of Adrian’s 
drinking water reservoir.  

Four large livestock operations have manure application fields in the Wolf Creek Watershed: Terrehaven CAFO, Halliwill CAFO, New Flevo Dairy CAFO, 
and Warner Farms. Since the shutdown of the Vreba-Hoff CAFOs near Hudson, the three CAFOs northwest of Adrian hold approx. 60% of all the CAFO dairy 
animals in the area.

The Wolf Creek Monitoring Project found several sites of concern – the worst site, downstream of Warner Farms (Fisk Cr on Teachout Rd, where water exits 
underground tiles and becomes the headwaters of the stream) violated Michigan’s Water Standards for E. coli in every sample (11,000/100ml on Sept 16, 2013 
and 4,900/100ml on June 17, 2013).  For total data and more information about this project, click the Water Sampling Data link on our website.

      Terrehaven - contaminated runoff
DEQ cited Terrehaven on Nov 8 for violations at this site, includ-

ing runoff to the dark pool and undocumented “holding pond.”

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Environmentally-Concerned-Citizens-of-South-Central-Michigan/210804175614310
http://www.youtube.com/user/eccscm
http://www.nocafos.org

