
ECCSCM   
    ENVIRONMENTALLY CONCERNED CITIZENS OF SOUTH CENTRAL MICHIGAN                SPRING  2013  

CAFO VIOLATION
COUNT
1,091

This number reflects confirmed violations by Hudson-area 
Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) 2000-2012, 
documented by federal and state agencies.  Read details on 
all violations at:

www.nocafos.org/violations.htm
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Ag runoff threatens Lake Erie – again

During last year’s drought, with little rain and little runoff from farm fields, Lake 
Erie had a pretty good year. It even looked good from space.

Unlike 2011, when record-breaking algae blooms occurred, including blue-green algae 
with neuro-toxins. The toxic blooms of 2011 closed beaches and hit the fishing and tour-
ism economy hard. The algae was visible on satellite photos, stretching all the way from 
Maumee Bay to Cleveland, .
	 Sediment,	Phosphorus	flowing 
This spring, though, rains are falling again. Which is good. But sediment is also flowing. 

And nutrients like Phosphorus, attached to soil particles or dissolved in water, are pouring 
downstream and into the River Raisin, or into Bean Creek and the Maumee River, and 
finally into Lake Erie. 

ECCSCM has joined the Less = More Coalition in Michigan to stop taxpayer subsidies 
to polluting CAFOs.  According to the Coalition’s report, “Restoring the Balance to Michi-
gan’s Farming Landscape,” 40 of the state’s CAFOs have been cited for environmental 
violations. Those same polluters enjoyed more than $26 million in federal subsidies.

The Coalition has asked State Conservationist Garry Lee and the State Technical Com-
mittee, who determine subsidy priorities, to stop taxpayer funding of these polluters. Less 
taxpayer money to polluting CAFOs could mean more for sustainable farms and more for 
the entire state of Michigan.

For more information, see MoreforMichigan.org  
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Coalition seeks to cut CAFO subsidies

April 22, 2013 – Runoff from the River Raisin and the Maumee River (far left) turns Lake Erie brown.
                           NOAA CoastWatch

On toxic algae in Lake Erie...

“...the dissolved phosphorus from agricultural runoff 
is the primary source of the problem”
                 – David Baker 
                 National Center for Water Quality Research 
                 Heidelberg College,Tiffin, OH

 High Phosphorus – Wolf Creek sites
In March, ECCSCM began a water monitoring project in Wolf Creek, a major tributary 

of the River Raisin Watershed. Water test results from March 11 indicated very high levels 
of Phosphorus, tested with Phosphate test strips, at several sites draining agricultural 
fields. 

Three sites showed serious pollution: the Vanderpool-Rexford Drain at Teachout Rd; 
Black Creek at Wolf Creek Hwy; and Turner Drain at Tipton Hw, the last road crossing 
before Lake Adrian, the drinking water supply for the City of Adrian.

At these 3 sites, the Phosphate levels were 10 ppm (equates to 10 mg/L) – which is 
100 times the level of 0.10 mg/L for good water quality. In some states, like Wisconsin, the 
Phosphorus level in streams flowing into lakes must be even less, 0.05 mg/L.

 Worst site – E. coli
The Vanderpool-Rexford Drain at Teachout Rd was also high in Nitrates, twice the level 

allowed in drinking water, and also the site highest in E. coli bacteria – 2,200 mg/L, tested 
at the DEQ Laboratory in Lansing. That’s more than twice Michigan’s water standard for 
partial body contact such as wading or fishing –1,000 mg/L.

For full Wolf Creek monitoring data, see the Water Sampling link on our website.

ECCSCM training session 
with	Illinois	water	team

A water-quality team from Illinois Citizens for Clean 
Air & Water came to Hudson at the end of April to train 
ECCSCM on the use of new water monitoring equip-
ment. 

The team demonstrated Industrial Test System’s hand-held 
digital meters for testing phosphate, nitrate, ammonia, and sev-
en other parameters. They also explained the protocols for in-
stream equipment that samples for numerous pharmaceuticals 
and antibiotics.

http://www.MoreforMichigan.org
http://www.nocafos.org/sampling.htm
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			Follow	ECCSCM	on
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JOIN US:   Yes, I want to help protect our water and air, and
promote sustainable agriculture. All contributions support 
monitoring projects and community education.
 Name: ____________________________________

 Address __________________________________

 City__________________ State____ Zip ________

 ___ Annual Membership $25    ___Senior Membership $10
 
 ECCSCM	is	a	501(c)3	nonprofit.		Donations	are	tax-deductible.
 
         Click on the   button on www.eccscm.org 

    Or, mail check to: ECCSCM, P.O. Box 254, Hudson, MI 49247

                                    Thank You! 

            We Support Sustainable Agriculture 

• that preserves and protects our air, streams and lakes
• that raises animals in a healthy, natural environment,
      grazing, absorbing sunshine
• that avoids the steady diet of hormones and antibiotics 
      given animals in the crowded, confined conditions of 
      industrial facilities
• that values and protects farmland, the environment and
      the rural community
                     

ECCSCM Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Hudson Community Center
(check our website for last-minute changes)

Purdue: hormones in CAFO 
manure	can	alter	fish	gender

A Purdue University study has found that baby fish exposed 
to hormone-laden manure from Indiana CAFOs were much 
more likely to be male than those raised in uncontaminated 
water.

Published in Environmental Science and Technology, the 
study notes that the maximum hormone levels were found 
during the spring, which coincides with fish spawning, hatch-
ing and developing. 

  Sources: “Assessing Impacts of Land-Applied 
Manure from Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations on Fish Popu-
lations and Communities, Environmental Science & Technology, Nov 
2012, and Great Lakes Echo (Jan 8, 2013) 

Dutch press reports investigation 
of	Vreba-Hoff	partner	by	FBI

According to a Dutch press report in 2012, Vreba-Hoff Dairy 
Development partner Willy van Bakel of Limburg in the Neth-
erlands – well-known here in Hudson, Michigan – was under 
investigation by the FBI.  After bankruptcies in the United 
States and in the Netherlands, damages and claims against 
Van Bakel were reportedly $250 million or more.

The Dutch online journal Quote noted that in early 2012, 
“the house of cards collapsed.”  The FBI investigation was 
reportedly being conducted to determine if the dairy develop-
ment activities had been a “pyramid scheme.”

      Source: “FBI Speurt Naar Limburgse Vasgoedboer van 
$250 Milljoen,” Quote (May 9, 2012) 

  Who	gets	taxpayer	subsidies	in	our	area?	
A partial list of subsidies, not including all livestock operations, not including 
all farm names or multiple owners/partnerships. Totals below are for subsidies 
between 1995-2011, from the Environmental Working Group Farm Subsidy 
Database – http://farm.ewg.org/  

Bakerlads Farms  (Blaine and Kim Baker) Clayton, MI        $1,163,939
 
Bleich Dairy (Eric R. Bleich) Hudson, MI                $   107,262
Bleich Dairy (N. Randall Bleich)                 $1,081,217

Bruinsma Dairy Farms, Inc. (Foka and Stewart Bruinsma) Morenci, MI       $   999,683

Hartland Farms (Tracey and Brad Hart) Clayton, MI               $1,353,668
Hartland Farms (Brad A. Hart)          $     11,560

Hoffland Dairy (Johannes P. Vanderhoff,Truus Vanderhoff-joosten) Clayton, MI      $   205,546
Hoffland Dairy (Johannes P. Vanderhoff)         $     46,004
Hoffland (Vander-hoff Dairy Mgt. LLC)         $     17,359
Hoffland (Vanderhoff Haley: Johannes P.  Vanderhoff, Truus Vanderhoff-joosten)      $     83,659

Marvin Farms (James Joseph, Joy Doren, and James John Marvin) Clayton, MI      $    930,924
Marvin Farms (James John Marvin)          $      39,523

Mericam Farm LLC (Jan-Willern and Willie Jelsma) Waldron, MI       $    184,625
Mericam/Jelsma (Jan-Willem Jelsma)         $      28,803

New Flevo Dairy, Inc. (Liesbeth and Arnoud Schot) Adrian, MI       $     407,060

State Line Farms (Richard and Gary L. Gallup) Lyons, OH & Morenci, MI           $  4,505,882

Stoutcrest Farms (Gary and Iris Stout) Clayton, MI        $  1,069,086

Terrehaven Farms (James A. Bleecker) Adrian, MI        $     204,274

Vreba-hoff Dairy LLC Hudson, MI          $       59,401
     Vander-hoff Dairy Mgt LLC = 50%
   Stephen L. Vanderhoff; Paul Vanderhoff;
 Leo Vanderhoff; John H. Vanderhoff; 
 Cecilia Conway; Daniel Busscher
     Vrebadairy B V = 50%
Vreba-Hoff (Stephen L. Vanderhoff)          $     354,772
Vreba-Hoff (Stephen Vanderhoff)          $         6,359 
Vreba-Hoff (John H. Vanderhoff)           $       67,053

Warner Farms (John D. Warner) Tipton, MI         $  2,046,876

White Farm (William E. White) Hudson, MI          $     790,026 

               Grand Total            $ 15,764,561

MSU	study:	excess	antibiotic	
use in animals threatens health

MSU researchers (at last) – in China – have found that 
the excess antibiotic use in animals is a “global problem” and 
threat to human health.

“Our research took place in China, but it reflects what’s 
happening in many places around the world,” said James 
Tiedje, MSU Distinguished Professor of Microbiology, and co-
author of the study, published in Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.

“ARGs [antibiotic resistant genes] can reach the general 
population through food crops, drinking water and interactions 
with farm workers. Because of this undesirable cycle, ARGs 
pose a potential global risk to human health and should be 
classified as pollutants,” said Tiedje.

  Source: MSU press release Feb 11, 2013

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Environmentally-Concerned-Citizens-of-South-Central-Michigan/210804175614310
http://www.youtube.com/user/eccscm
http://www.nocafos.org
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2012/leet-estes302599t.pdf
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2012/leet-estes302599t.pdf
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2012/leet-estes302599t.pdf
http://greatlakesecho.org/2013/01/08/hormones-from-livestock-operations-may-skew-fish-gender-toward-males/
http://www.quotenet.nl/Nieuws/FBI-speurt-naar-Limburgse-vastgoedboer-van-250-miljoen-28279
http://farm.ewg.org

