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CAFO VIOLATION
COUNT
1,091

This number reflects confirmed violations by Hudson-area 
Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) 2000-2012, 
documented by federal and state agencies.  Read details on 
all violations at:

www.nocafos.org/violations.htm

  www.eccscm.org            contact-us@eccscm.org                  www.eccscm.org

E. coli contamination in stretches of River Raisin Watershed

Dec 15, 2012 – Hazen Creek at Benner Hwy.  A tributary of River Raisin, Hazen Creek is one of several streams draining 
CAFO manure application fields that is on Michigan’s list of “impaired waters” because of E. coli contamination.

Nov 11, 2012 – Field tile discharging after Bakerlads manure application, draining to South Branch of the River Raisin.

Several tributaries of the River Raisin are on Michigan’s 2012 list of “impaired waters” because of E. coli contamination, in-
cluding Hazen Creek and stretches of the South Branch of the River Raisin. Both streams drain areas of CAFO liquid manure 
application where illegal discharges of manure have been documented in the past.

E. coli enters water through the waste of 
animals. Humans can contribute through 
faulty septic systems. But in intensive live-
stock areas, liquid manure is the major con-
cern: it flows easily into field tiles leading to 
streams. 

DNA tests of E. coli from Lime Creek were 
conducted by Michigan’s DEQ in a study of 
contaminant sources in 2003. In the final re-
port, a CAFO was listed as a source to be 
included if the load of contaminants was to 
be reduced. 

Bacterial contamination of headwater 
streams is serious for everyone down-
stream. Excess nutrients like phosphorus 
and nitrates also cause terrible harm as they 
contaminate drinking water or flow into Lake 
Erie, causing algae blooms, some of them 
toxic.

     Spotlight on Ag
The spotlight has turned full force onto 

agricultural areas where untreated manure 
is applied to fields. 

Last year EPA announced Great Lakes 
Restoration grants to Michigan’s DEQ and 
the Michigan Dept of Agriculture and Rural 
Development for projects in our area (River 
Raisin, Western Lake Erie) to improve water 
quality and reduce the excess nutrients that 
cause toxic algae blooms.

The DEQ grant of $350,000 for work in the 
River Raisin Watershed aims “to reduce ag-
ricultural sources of nitrogen and phospho-
rus by 30 -50 percent through the installation 
of 133 water control structures on 4,000 – 
5,000 acres of tilled cropland,” according to 
the EPA press release. 

The MDARD grant of $265,980 focuses 
on the Western Lake Erie basin, with proj-
ects to improve agricultural practices and 
“prevent 30,400 tons of sediment, 42 tons 
of phosphorus and 67 tons of nitrogen from 
entering Lake Erie tributaries; 176 acres of 
wetlands will be restored.”

        Violations – River Raisin
In the years since the first CAFO con-

struction here, there have been more than 
70 documented discharges of manure and 
other CAFO pollutants to the River Raisin 
Watershed.

This contamination is especially serious 
since 4 towns draw their drinking water from 
the River Raisin, including the City of Adrian 
from Wolf Creek (also listed as impaired for 
E. coli) which fills the Lake Adrian reservoir, 
and Blissfield, which had to install nitrate-
removal equipment because of excess nuri-
ents in its drinking water.

See a partial list of illegal CAFO discharg-
es (just last 5 years) to the River Raisin Wa-
tershed, on p. 2.

ECCSCM recently received both hand-held and in-stream monitoring equipment for projects in 2013. The 
devices are capable of testing for a range of pollutants near CAFOs. 

A hand-held meter will test for water quality indicators such as nitrates, phosphate, ammonia, free chlorine, 
sulfates, and other chemicals, with follow-up tests for E. coli and fecal coliform bacteria if the results indicate 
possible contamination. 

A “snap-test” kit will sample for several antibiotics, and in-stream equipment will sample for multiple pharma-
ceuticals, with analysis by labs using EPA-approved methods. 

ECCSCM will receive training on the use of all equipment and begin testing as soon as weather permits.
   Plans for air monitor purchase
ECCSCM continues to research air monitoring equipment. Like water monitoring devices, air meters are 

becoming more portable, with remote data transmission and logging.  See project updates on our website.

ECCSCM receives water monitoring equipment for 2013 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/a5792a626c8dac098525735900400c2d/8732197cb765d95985257a8600699f13!OpenDocument
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JOIN US:   Yes, I want to help protect our water and air, and
promote sustainable agriculture. All contributions support 
monitoring projects and community education.
 Name: ____________________________________

 Address __________________________________

 City__________________ State____ Zip ________

 ___ Annual Membership $25    ___Senior Membership $10
 
 ECCSCM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.  Donations are tax-deductible.
 
         Click on the   button on www.eccscm.org 

    Or, mail check to: ECCSCM, P.O. Box 254, Hudson, MI 49247

                                    Thank You! 

            We Support Sustainable Agriculture 

• that preserves and protects our air, streams and lakes
• that raises animals in a healthy, natural environment,
      grazing, absorbing sunshine
• that avoids the steady diet of hormones and antibiotics 
      given animals in the crowded, confined conditions of 
      industrial facilities
• that values and protects farmland, the environment and
      the rural community
                     

ECCSCM Meetings - 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Hudson Community Center
(check our website for last-minute changes)

Another purchase of ex-Vreba-Hoff 
facilities apparently falls through

EPA may take over enforcement of Clean Water Act in Iowa
Pointing to lack of enforcement by the Iowa DNR of water laws, several en-

vironmental groups petitioned the EPA to take over enforcement of the Clean 
Water Act. They argued that lax regulation of CAFOs in particular led to an 
increase in manure discharges, to more manure reaching rivers, and to higher 
costs to treat drinking water.

The EPA is now in discussions with the Iowa DNR and if no agreement is 
reached on improving enforcement, the EPA could decide to withdraw Iowa’s 
enforcement authority.

        Source: Des Moines Register, Nov 13, 2012

MRSA found in neighbors of livestock operations 
People who work near livestock or live in livestock farming communities 

may be at greater risk of acquiring Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus Au-
reus (MRSA), even if they have no direct contact with animals. 

A new study led by an international team of researchers from the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, the Dutch Institute for Public 
Health and the VU University Medical Center in Amsterdam, tracked patients 
with nose-swabs positive for MRSA, comparing place of residence, livestock 
density and other risk factors. They found that regional density of livestock is 
an important risk factor for MRSA.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, MRSA is a 
type of staph bacteria that is resistant to penicillin and certain first-line anti-
biotics.

MRSA is a pathogen that can cause a range of illnesses in humans, from 
minor to life-threatening skin, bloodstream, respiratory, urinary tract and surgi-
cal site infections. 

The results of the study were featured in the November 2012 issue of 
Emerging Infectious Diseases. 

     Source: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health News Center

NEWS HEADLINES

Another sigh of relief, at least for now, as a scheduled closing on the ex-
Vreba Hoff/Southern Michigan Dairies operations did not take place in De-
cember. Seeing no action at the Register of Deeds, ECCSCM called DEQ 
staff, who confirmed: the current deal had fallen through.  

A reprieve for neighbors.  And Lake Erie headwater streams catch a break, 
including two streams listed as “impaired” from previous manure discharges 
from the CAFOs’ fields – Medina Drain and Durfee Creek. 

If ever at full capacity, these 3 CAFOs would spray more manure than all 
other CAFOs in the area combined. The 3 facilities – formerly SMD #1 on 
Dillon Hwy; SMD #2 on US-127; and Waldron Dairy at US-127 and Camden 
Rd – remain shuttered, with no animals. 

River Raisin Watershed
DEQ-documented discharges, last 5 years

(see full Violations list since 2000 on our website)

• Hoffland Farms cited for manure discharges at several locations, fol-
lowing draglining of liquid manure. DEQ staff noticed manure runoff flowing 
across Tomer Road at two locations, with contaminated flow entering “various 
field tiles and catch basins that discharge into Rice Lake, Bear Creek, and the 
South Branch River Raisin.” E. coli counts were as high as 15,000/100 mL 
(DEQ Notice Letter, June 25, 2010)

• Bakerlads Farms cited for manure discharge to a tributary of the South 
Branch of the River Raisin following land application of liquid manure. DEQ 
notes, “The samples collected during the inspection indicate that the runoff 
water was severely contaminated and resulted in violations of water qual-
ity standards downstream.” Because of this discharge, Bakerlads Farm is 
required to apply for an NPDES CAFO permit. DEQ Notice Letter (April 2, 
2010)

• Terrehaven Farms, Adrian, River Raisin Watershed, cited for many vio-
lations in numerous areas -- inadequate silage leachate containment, storm 
water contamination, manure pad runoff, improper composting of dead ani-
mals. DEQ Notice Letter (June 3, 2008)

• Hartland Farms self-reports a discharge of manure from a field tile after 
land application in a field draining to Bear Creek, River Raisin Watershed. 
DEQ Note to File (April 22, 2008)

• Hartland Farms cited for multiple violations after application of manure 
on frozen, snow-covered ground. DEQ staff noted that “manure-contaminated 
runoff was flowing off the site and into the roadside ditch, then south to Bear 
Creek.” Portions of the field did not meet specifications for winter application. 
DEQ Notice Letter (March 27, 2008)

• Bakerlads Farms cited for illegal discharge of agricultural waste to South 
Branch of the River Raisin, after application of manure on frozen, snow-cov-
ered ground. DEQ notes “the runoff was brown in color, had a distinct manure 
odor, and manure solids were observed floating on the water.” DEQ Notice 
Letter (March 27, 2008)

ECCSCM appeals to EPA on ag exemptions
In a letter to Region 5 EPA, ECCSCM expressed its concern that the Michi-

gan Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) violates the 
state’s ability to enforce the Clean Water Act.  Signed into law at the begin-
ning of Gov. Snyder’s administration, the program includes exemptions from 
civil penalties for MAEAP-verified CAFOs who discharge manure or other 
pollutants. 

If EPA allows these MAEAP exemptions as changes to the CAFO NPDES 
permit, enforcement will become toothless – it is already lax these last few 
years – and we’ll lose the protection of Michigan’s water standards and of the 
Clean Water Act.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Environmentally-Concerned-Citizens-of-South-Central-Michigan/210804175614310
http://www.youtube.com/user/eccscm
http://www.nocafos.org
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20121113/NEWS10/311130049/1011/EPA-may-take-over-enforcing-water-act-Iowa
http://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2012/feingold_livestock_associated_MRSA.html

